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CONCERNING 


51. 5 . this Cauſe 1% F bs N . 
end ſt jet Fa Order the Things that. are i and gran 
ers in every City, as I had appointed thee: - — Fer 

bop muſt be blameleſs, as the Steward of God, N 
ſound | Arine, both to exhort and convince the Gain-ſayers.... - 
th. 15. 13. Every Plant <obich my Phavesly EASE: 
not planted, ſball be rooted up. 
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HE following Scribles, as Mr. Wilſon calls them, occa- 
ſroned a Converſation betwixt him and me, wherein, after 
admoniſhing me for Self-conceit, he offered his Endeavours 
| deliuer me from the Snare of te Devil. - 


Firſt then, he call'd me to Account, for queſtioning his Right 
o the Title of Ambaſlador , evhich he ftrenuouſly aſſerted. 
ier ſome Jangle on this Head, when be inſiſted for the Title on 
o very low Terms, as I myſelf could claim it, at length Tgrant- 
dit: For, I could ſay, That I was call'd, commiſſion'd and 
ent, to ſay all that I had to ſay from the Word of God, in 
py of my Principles; and ſo far as he rejected any of the 
Vords of Chriſt, that I laid before him, fo far he rejected CHriſt ? 
nd no more could 4 ſay of him. _ 


Ile avas A Fo confident of his being ſent a Mini ſter of the 
oſpel ; that is, as I take it, of Lis being exactly deſcribed in the 
-bifles t9 Timothy and Titus, and enquired at me, what I 
bad to _— ? | 


| T told bow That tho he vere otherevays <vell qualified, I could 
at bold im as a Mini ſter, if his Doctrine were not ſquared by 
le Doctrine of the Apeſtles ; who only and properly avere the 
Enbaſſadors from God that 1 owned. | 
A 2 „ He 


LY 


+ This was occafi ned by a few Lines ſent to a Friend, 
tor Advice on that Subject, lately pub!iſhed in a Letter on 
the Uſefulneſs of Catechiſms conſidered. 
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8 He enquired what Fault 1 found with his Doctyine 2 


T took Notice of the general Strain of it, as a to e * 
4 porldly Kingdom to Feſus Chriſt. | 1 


Bus be enguired <vhat bad to ob jeff in ne ? Hal i ca 
Not ſometime keard his Poctrine? And had not he preached, If any 
Man will be Chriſt's Diſciple, let him deny himſelf, and let w / 
him take vp his Croſs and follow him? n 


put bins eivticulgely in Mind of his haranguing the M Lag. bat 
ſtrates, endeavouring to ftir them up to exerciſe their Authority gh1 
againſt thas Peopis ( at their firſt coming to Town ) whom Heer 
Has fe inte per fecuted under the Names of Sectarians, Deluded ha 
esc. His Manner of arguing, at that Time, was thus; If ane 
Perſon or Perſons ſball come into this City, having it for thin 
Opinion, That Fefus Chriſt is not the Son of God, if they her 
 #his their Opinion to them ſelves, and do not teach others the ſame, 
abe Magiſtrate, in that Caſe, is net concerned to puniſh them : But, 
sf they declare this their Opinion in any publick Place of thel 
City, fo that others might hear, and be miſled thereby, it is ful 
Time for the Magiſtrate to reſtrarm them, and exclude them the 
City. Accordingly, he made the Application 10 the aforeſaid 
People. 


When I put bim in Mind of this, he enquired, Was not ili: 
Magiſtrate to * Blaſphemers : Mas not Blaſphemy a heinoWeh; 
Sip: bi 


T anfwered, I. WAS undoubtedly a keinens Sin; but, that Mai 


Fer 5 purely religious, came not under the Magiſtrate's Co nix anct, A 
ley 
ho aas only to be a Terror to the Evil Doer, who worketh I 3 
to his b Neighbour. nm 
tera 


Eu then old ns, That I was fo ſeif-conceited, as to think, ibu yu: 


en injury done to God, qyas not ſo OE 4 Sto, as an Trim He 
| ont 


e "om ; * 


io ne; and that I was for having the Magiſtrate fo abi 
| y | Luarrel, and not the Cauſe of God. 


li : 
Wheveufon I took Occaſion to tell him, That I was as little 
calling on the Magiſtrate to avenge my Quarrel, as he was : 
lat I was neither for a venging my Perſon nor my Religion, leau- 
g Vengeance holly to God, He ſuppoſed ſeveral Caſes wherein 
[ nicht be attack'd or injured. I ſtill told him what the New 
[efament commands me ip General, with reſpect to every . te 
f bt when I was injured, I ought not io injure again; That I 
wht rot to reſiſt Evil, nor to avenge myſelf, which is n, 
wercome of Evil; but to overcome Evil with Good. Aud 
that it was the ſame Thing, as to the Diſpoſition of my Mind, 
ether J aveng'd my ſelf, or employ d the Magiſtrate to do it for 


F We, 


let 


OI 
— 


O, ſaid he, Perhaps yeu are like the Duakers, for holding that 
Text in a I'teral Senſe, If a Man ſmite thee on the one Check, 
turn to him the other. 


Yes, ſaid I, I'm of the Mind that this Text binds me, when 
bnnved, to be ſo far from thinking to injure again, as to be ready to 
rewe more Injuries; or, can you give me a better Senſe of it. 


This Text, weplied he, only forbids us te Le of a revengeful Spi- . 


„„, fill aſſerting, that it was his Duty to defend (as he called it) 
8: bile it wwas in bis Power; That is, as I take it, to reſiſt 
ile Reſi ting is good; To take Eye for Eye, and Tooth for Tooth, 
to give Bloay for Blow; Fuſs ſuch another Senſe as I bade 
t prard His Followers give of that Text, Lay not up for your 
i elves Treaſures on the Earth, &c. This Text, jay they, for- 
bids us not to lay up Treaſures on the Earth ; this Senſe is too li- 
peral, it only forbids us to ſet our Hearts on them ;, that is, forbids 
ps to ſet eur Hearts where our Treaſure is | In which two Caſes, 
Wie bee a Fagrars Inſtance of the Corruption of human Nature, 
dleceit- 
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wieceitfully reſiſting the Evidence of God's ord, when. ſheaking " 
clearly. | 8 


When ae had done «ith our Dieveſſen on, veturning again to (realiſe 
of the Magiſtrate's Duty, with Reſpect to Blajphemy, be enquir] 
at me, how I came to limit his Poayer, as I had done? I cited 
him the firft Inſtitution of Magiſtracy to Noah, He chat ſheade! 
Man's Blood, by Man ſhall his Blood be ſhed. Then «ve tur 
ed over to Rom. 15 Chap. where the Magiſtrate is ſaid to be il 
Miniſter of God, a Revenger to execute Wrath upon hi 
that doth Evil. I alledged this Doing of Evil ſpoken in the bi 
neral, behoved undobtedly to be explain'd and limited by the Conte 
chich evidently makes it appear to be avorkino Ill to our Nein 
againſt the ſecond Table of the Law, evbich the Apoſtle there mai 
Ment on ef; and, with reſpect to the Subject in Hand, ſpeaks al 
there were no other Commandment ; and he that lovetb his Neighbm 
according to this ſecond Table, is ſaid to have fulfilled the Law, a 
that it ſeem'd pretty ſtrange, if B laſphemy or Hereſy be the great 
eſt Exil that comes under the Magiſtrate" s Cooniſance ;, nothing 
bike it is inſinuated in the whole Paſſage. He again contended, thi 
under Evil was centain'd every J bing that could be ſaid to be El 
and ſaid, that I <vas limiting the Words of the Holy Ghuſt; þ 
this I had lis Aj ert ion, wrich was not to vs anſcvered, wt | 
another A ert on. 


Here then ave I ade an Inſtance of the true Spirit of ambitiol 
Clergymen, o will ſuffer none, but av hen they can no loi ge 
fiſt, and when in Power, would per ſecute every Body that af 
from them, as the puniſbing of Blaſphemers, in Mr. Wilo 
0393 Serſe, arill eofily in port: For, when be inſtanced the ald 
mention d Caſe of El: /phem y, to ihe Mapiſtirates, it was evil 
20 all that heard bim, the Application <vns to a certain Pet 
bo dif, Ver 'd from him, and from whom he could expect no gn 
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lege; or ſpiritual Sul jection; and from this Caſe it may bs 
eaſily applied to every Thing. that the, Clergy think fit to cal 


Yereſy or Blaſphemy. 


Should it not ſtrike 1 in all who read the New 7 eſtas 


cited. nt, and find Jeſus condemned io Death by Churchmen, under 


2ade;] 
ul Followers of Jeſus, ſo far forget themſelves, as to plead fer 
ſecution under the ſame very Title. Might it not bade been 
refed, that, at lea ft, they could have choſen another I ord for it? 
ever, ave may learn this from it, that the ſame Spirit of Per- 
keution, in the Fezviſh Rulers, aſſiſted by the Heathens, and 
Banded down to the Popiſh Perſecutors, hath at length prevail'd in 
l Strength among Prote ſtants, without loſing the very Title, 
withſtanding all their Proteftat:ons againſt it in the former. 


n hi 
he Gy 
tex 


Now then, cuben Mr. Wilſon exhorts us to deny our ſelves, 
read take up our Croſs and follow Chriſt, if his Meaning 22 

we ſbould graſp at Power, in erder to perſecute, or per ſecute 
hen we have Power, and that wwe ſhould reſiſt to our Pcavers, 
bien undermoſt, evhich is the only Opportunity ave have for 
ering the Croſs, ave know how to underſiand him for the Future, 
nd let his Folloevers judge how theſe 1450 cor ſiſt together. 


| For my Part, if I muſt hold ſuch an One for a Miniſter. of 
Jeſus Chriſt, then muſt 1 ſay the ſame of that Arch-Clergy- 
an, the Pope, wwbo, Im perſwaded, could not inſiſt for Per ſecuti- 
nin broader Terms, than to have every Thing puniſhed by the 
Magiſtrate, aubich he can call Evil, or even Blaſphemy ; then 


we the Servants of Yen who came not to 9 Mens Lives, 
ar » ſave. | 


But here, ze· l ſay, I miſrepreſent bin 4 when T ſpeak 


* ee Aens Lives, for he is 5 for Half ls i 
ae N quir- 


ert of Blaſphemy, to ſee them æubo pretend to be the Servants 


muſe | ſay, that the crowned Locuſts, whoſe King is Abaddon, 
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| | . ſhort as their Fellow-ſubjefts, they wou'd grew very tame Gre 


| #nquired at bim, i; the leaft Degree of corporal ' Puniſhment Mien 


Fier my Part, I cannot ſee the Difference to be great, betqpy 


fecution, ſeeing it is now every where laught at. Only aue may lean 


| zhe Decay, «hen ave ſee them making their Dem ands lower, ht 
| cauſe their Market is ſomeaubat fallen, for ibe Merchandiſe hey 
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pot ſuppoſe the greateſt, upon the utmoſt Obſtinacy. 
ſaid be, it only ſuppoſes # greater; and ſo he was for contrig 
Methods to ſhut Men out of Society, by ſome other Way thay 
mediate deſtroying of their Lives, wiz. by perpecual  lmprig. 
ment, and utter Excluſion from any Converſation «<vith th 
Fellow-crtatutes. | 85 e 


putting a Man to Death, and letting bim rot in Priſon, jbut i 
from all the Gomforts of Life. It might alſo ſeem a mod ſſ l. 
queſt in Mr. Wilſon, to deſire the Magiſtrates to exclude the Cit 
thoſe whom he pointed out as Sectarians, Blaſphemers, a 
ſpreaders of Deluſion; yet be is very ſhort ſighted, abo is 
not ſee, that this very Requeſt tends to the deſtroying of thi 
Lives: For, whatever Harm they would do to this City, th 
Would ao the ſame to whatever Place or City they ſhould ent 
into; and if this Gity ought to exclude them, ſo ought every al 
here they came, till at laſt they ſhould be excluded the Min 


But I need not inſift on the Folly and Inconſiſtency of Half-jn j 


this much by it, that the Clergy's Poawer and Authority is muh « 


have made of the Souls of Men is ready to fink. Fu 
aubich awe may obſerve, That if Clergymens Horns were cut 


tres, and in a ſbort Time become as ſociable as the reſt of Mi 
kind. | 


Seeing they argue like the Diſciples in the Days of Clif 
Fleſh, from the Old Teftament, in Favours f their penſecui g 4 
Principles, how come they to have the Impudence to cba 
and _diſpence with the Divine Lau, which condemned B 
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mers fo Death ; in the Jewiſh Cl urch, by TTY lefſev 
egrees of Puriſhment in Keom thereof. 


Hence it appears they would act moſt conſiſtently, if, eithey 
ouncing Judaiſm, they weuld comply wvith the Spirit of the 
ew Teſtament, and turn Chriſtians, or patient Bearers of their _ 
ys after Chriſt ; or elſe fairly profeſs themſelves Jews, and 

alk up to the Jewiſh extirpating Covenant they have come un- 
er, as true Children of that Jame Covenant. 


On this Sub ject of Pevforntion, our Clergyman differs nothing 
m the Popiſh, but in Words ; for Inſtance, he owns he is not 
fallible, but ke is no leſs Ya a Blaſphemer who openly differs 
wm him: He allotos. lien to read the Scriptures, hui be-is deluded, 
d ought to be expell'd the Place or 10 who differs from 
lis Senſe of it. a 


He is not for deſtroying Mens Lives <vho differ from him, 
Wy he is for puniſhing, and utter ſuppreſſing all ſuch as he ſball 
Link fit to call Blaſphemers and Hereticks ; and I cannot ſee 

hat more the Roman Church intended, abben they ſet up for In- 
Ellibility, and diſcharged the common People to read the Scriptures, 
nd chen they puſh'd Perſecution to the higheſt Degree, 


As an Inſtance of the hapty Decay of the Clergy's 1 and 
thor ty, awe ſee Hr. Wilſon's Deſigns of violent Perſecution againſt 
. e People he aim'd at, have hitherto faill'd, by the kind Providence 
Fhim <vho hath now put it into the Hearts of the Kings of the 
Earth, to hate the Whore, and make her deſolate ; all bis > 
prplaints getting but little Ear from the Magiſtrate, have faill'd 

the cb d-for Succeſs, being follosved only with a Noiſe and 
ty of Deluſion among the Mob, who are the next Engine Clergy- 
en ſally work by, when the Magiſtrate will not execute their 
Tath; and that People, by the Protection of their Head and 


ord, fill continue an Eye-ſore to bim and his n 
| ö 


x. N 
All this avhile I received no Anſæuer io my Letter, unleſi d 
may be gathered from ſuch Expreſſions as theſe, You are full 
Self-canceir, you are in the Snare of the Devil, Sc. ang 
i all he has done to bring me out of it. Only he ſoys, I have Mig 
preſented him in two [ Oy: which 1 ſhall take Notice of 
heir proper Place. | 


Having then left all Hope 1 an Anſever, either in 8 of þ 
vate Converſation, I have given him this laſs Opportunity of | 
ſevering for himſelf. If, inflead of an Anſwer, he ſhall be fen 
either inſtigating the Mggiſttate, or ſpiviting up the Mob aga 
me, [Il have it proven onſtration, that he cannot auſu 
me, and that my Arguments you good ſtill, for ought he Bak to { 
againſt theme | I /, | 
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I 1LLIAM WILSON: 


O U know, that ſome Time ago, I pro- 
| poſed a Scruple to you, againſt your 


T heard you lately diſcourſe at the Occaſion of ordaining 
jour Ruling Elders and Deacons, on Rom. 12. 6, 7, 8. and 
at Things occur'd in your Sermon, that I could not 
ally recoiicile, either with one another, or the Texts of the 
New Teſtament you brought to prove them, I thought very 
Proper, as well as fair and equitable, to Jay before you, % 
ar 25 I could remember them, that hereby you might have 
in Opport inky to rectify me, wherein J might miſtake ybu 
Are? Ignorance or Jnattention, or further inftruch me, uf 1 
de in an Error, which would indeed be the Parc of One that 
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had not a Mind to dictate, but to teach and perſwade anti 
I may the rather uſe this Freedom, that you are pleaſeg y 
reckon the whole Town or Pariſh your Flock, and you 


* 


ſelf a Paſtor or Doctor thereof. 


Fr Rs r then, ſpeaking of the Church and its GovernmeyMnof 
ou told us, That the viſible Church, (as compared in t er 
arable with the Field of Wheat and Tares, and the N sio. 
that was caſt into the Sea, which gathered of every Kind chat 
conſiſted of Good and Bad, of Wheat and Tares; yea, ſue EI 
as are viſible to the Servants of the Houſbolder to be Taves. WI Cor 
| gre 
J eafily perceive how the Church may be likened unto by 
Draught of Fiſhes, which, by the Net of the Goſpel, are of hrt 
thered from every Kind, which, when drawn aſhore, rat. 
(as the Interpretation runs) in the End of the World. aithr: 
found to conſiſt of Good and Bad. But how you came to (a bet 
That the viſible Church on this Earth, conſiſts of a Conf: ? 
pany of Good and Bad viſibly fo, I cannot underſtand, u ca; 
leſs you mean, that the viſibly Bad, make up ſuch a coniideiWyht 1 
rable Part of the National Church, that if they were remoi fle 
cd, it would ſcarce any more be viſible. 4 W vo 
I am ſtill at a greater Loſs to underftand, how you appli :- 
the Parable of the Wheat and theTares, in aConſiſtency viii tol 
your ſelf; I have thought this Parable afforded no contemi © 
tible Argument againſt your Principles of extirpating Heretic be- 
ſecing the Field here mentioned is declared to be the World ch. 
the Tares are called the Children of the «vicked On, Wt 0 
Deſignation I no where find in the New Teſtament, giv Nc 
to any Members" of a viſible Church, that are to be roll 35 
rate therein, as the Tares muſt be among the Wheat, ann 5! 
cording to the Direction, Let both grow together. For if th_ll 7: 
Rule were obſerved in a Chriſtian Congregation, it woull 7: 
intirely ſer aſide ſuch a Thing as Excommunication, wall 5. 
national Ciurches own to be lawful in ſome Caſes : Ile 
after all, I find none in this Parable, but the Wheat, ſ 5 
dee, Seed, declared to be the Children of the Kingdom, i . 
(ew Teſtament Church. 
How vr R, ſecing you will have it fo, that the Field \ MW 
the Parable, inſtead of the World, ſignifies your viſible, c jec 
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national Church, III eafily grant it, becauſe I have not yet 
karn'd the Difference, nor will I deny but it conſiſts of vi- 
ble Tares in Plenty. 6 


Hz xx I underſtand you pretty well: But the Thing that 
noſt altoniſhed me, was, to hear you, in the Cloſe of your 
ſermon, honoree a Complaint of promiſcuous. Commu- 
nion, and confetling, for your own Part, in particular, 
that there was too much Ground for it, telling your Ruling: 
cM Elders, withal, to take care who were to be admitted to the 
W Communion Table, ſeeing there were many in your Con- 
gregation, whoſe Lives were little influenced by the Word; 
by this Time, thinks I, your viſible Tares mult be fearfully a- 
arm'd, who ſcarce an Hour ago were ſooth'd with a Tolle- 
ration to grow together with the Wheat, and now are 
threatned with being pluck't up; and to aflure them the 
better, ſee an Order of Men before them, ready to be ſet 
"nll z Part for the Purpoſe. Here, I confeſs, T was at a Stand, un- 
u c:pable to ſolve the Dithculry, urffeſs I ſhould ſuppoſe, that 
Je it was neither the viſibly Bad, nor the viſible Tares, that de- 


oF filed your Communion, but ſome other Sort of Perſons © | 


worſe than cither. 


MM 2. Tun next Thing I took Notice of, was, That you 
ig told us, the Government of the Church was not committed 
my © the whole Community of the Faithful, but to the Office- 


io bearers, whom the God of Order had appointed for 


chat End; for, otherways, the Government of the Church 
would be full of Confuſion and Diſorder. The Texts of rhe 
New Teſtament you brought to prove this, were, ſo many 
remember, Heb. 13. 17. Obey them that have the Rule over 
e, and ſubmit yourſelves, for they watch for your Souls, as they 
bat muſt give Account. 1 Per. 5. 5. Likeways ye younger, yea- 
% ſubmit yourſelves to the elder, argzgBuTzeas. And 1 Theſ. 
5 12. Ve beſecch you BB rethren, to know them æubich labour amon 
Ju, and are cver you in the Lord, and admoniſh you. Matth. 18. 
8. I hatſoever yeſball bind en Earth, ſhall be ae in Heaven, 
and whatſoever ye (hall looſe on Earth, {hall be looſed in Heaven. 


Do you think, that in the three firſt cited Texts, the A- 
poſtles are commanding a more blind Obedience and Sub- 
jection to be paid to the ordinary Officers of the Sn 
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than they demanded to themſelves from the Church at 
Feruſalem, Acts 15. 22. Then pleaſed it the Apoſtles and El; 
ew#h the whole Church, &c. If you would then reckon it ſuch 
a Breach of Order, to be degraded to the Station of Apoſtles, 
J muft underſtand, that your beautiful Order, of which you| 
are not aſhamed to call God the Author, would be inverted 
and quite confuſed, if you ſhould be reduced to the Rank Ji. 
of an ordinary biſhop or Elder, and obliged to take the fer, 
ſecond Place after the Apoſtles, with the Elders of the Church Ware 
in Feruſalem. „ | 1 


Tr, in Hatth. 18. 18. Chriſt is ſpeaking to the» Apoſtles be 
only, as repreſenting the Office- bearers of the Church, whom H plir 
ou was pleaſed to call their Succeſſors, he is undoubted- the 
y ſpeaking to the ſame Perſons, in the ſame Capacity, in 
the three foregoing Verſes, where he ſays, I thy Brother 2 
treſpaſs againſt thee, go and tell him his Fault betaween thee and Wl Ot! 
kim alene, &c. and if you ſhall once fix this Point, I think WW 
you. may fafely ſay, the Government or Diſcipline of the ge! 
Church is not committed to the Community of the Faith- WW ov 
ful: Yet, however much the Apoſtles contended among 
themſelves, who ſhould be greateſt, I cannot find, either in WM Or 
their Practice, or Writings, that they ſeem to have ſmell'd Mot: 
any Piece of Honour, or loradly Superiprity over the Flock, on 
ariſing to them from this Paſſage. Ir ſeems the Emblem of Ge 
the little Child, in the foregoing Part of the Chapter, had WM in; 
remained freſher in their Minds, than in the Minds of them A 
who afrerwards ſer up for their Succeſlors. =_ 


Fun TH R, to ſupport your Argument, you cite 1 Cr. gc 
12. 16. f the <uhole Hedy were an Eye, anbere <vere the Hearing, il * 
c. from which you 1intfinuate, that it belongs not to tha m 
Part of the Body, the Flock, or Community of the Faichiul, ed 
to obſerve the Chriſtian Diſcipline, or Laws of brotherly by 
F Love; that the whole Charge of this, is devolved upon the G 

Ottce-bearers. „ 


; Ir then you are one of theſe Office-bearers, who are ca- © 
= pable to obſerve the Laws of brotherly Love for the whole Wh 7 
i Flock, foas to give Account for them at Chriſt's Appearing, Wl * 
0 


= your Flock will be very much obliged io you, and undoubr tl 
dal, you will hayca juſt Claim to all the Obedience, 40 8 
| 
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Wiubjc&ion you are asking; and they again will have no leſs 


xchMGround to give it, and to proclaim your Holineſs and Wortt neſs 
les MW the higheſt Degree ; and ſtill the more, if it be true; that 


jou entertaln'd your Communicants at the Table, with a 
Diſcourſe on your own Death and Sufferings, from that Text, 
I ith Deſire have 1 deſired to eat this Pajj over with you, before I ſuf- 
fr, Luke 22. 15. Until 1 be periwaded, that the Clergy 
are capable to give a ſufficient Account, upon this Head, at 
Chriſt's ſecond Coming, I confeſs I cannot fee, how the 
Community of the Faithful, or the leaft Member of it, can 


les be excuſable in the Neglect of any of the Laws of Diſci- 
mWpoline Chriſt has appointed, and delivered to his Church, in 
1- W thc New Teſtament - N 
in 


WM 2 Yov alſo told us, That the Number and Order of the 
ud MW Othce-bearers of the Church, was fix'd and founded in the 
« WF Word of God: That they were all contained under the two 
e general Heads of Prophecy and 4zriftry, or (as I hope you'll 
1- WT own) the Offices of the Þi/bop and Deacon, the Miniſter of the 
Vie, and the Miniſter of Tables, in the fixing of which two 
Orders of Church-Othcers, and no more, not a little of the 
d Wotrength of your Argument againſt Prelacy, has been reck- 
, WW on<d to conſiſt. Here you ſaid the Prelate was no Officer of 
; WF God's Appointment, but merely a Creature of Man's mak- 
ng, ſeeing there was no mention of him in the Seripture : 
All this was very fair, and might ſerve to ſhow us, you was 
| much aware of admitting any Church-Officer, that was not 
well founded in the Word of God; but alas! you had not 
gone far, when I obſerved you mighty intent upon forming 

WM © Creature of your own, full as diſtinct from the two above- 
t nentioned Orders, as the Prelate, on which you was pleaſ- 
d to beſtow the Name of Ruling Elder; nor was you leſs eager, 
by all Means, if poſſible, to father him upon the Word of 
Cod the firſt Place you ſought to find him, was in your Text, 
Rom. 12.6, 7, 8. Having then Gifts differing according to the 
Grace that is given io ut, whether Prophecy; let us Propheſy, ac- 
corcing to the Proportion of Faith; or 4. falle, let ns Wait on our 


| Tiniftring ; or he that teacheth, on Teaching ; or be that exkerteth, 
i ©” Exhortation ; he that ę veih, let him do it with Simplicity; be 
that rueth, with Diligense ; he that ſheweth Aercy, wvith Chear- 


falneſs. 


— 4 


To 


8 1 To eſtabliſh your Point, you fixt upon that Clauſe, 


* 
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ſtinction of Church-Officers in the New Teſtament. 


No, whether is it better to rank him that ruleth un 


An the particular Enumeration. 


Elder into a Deacon, if we reflect, that you alſo changed 
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' #hat ruletb, uith Liligence. The original Wore 6 eig He 
here uſed, you ſaid, ſignifies || Preſident, Ruler, Governyy x 


Sec. being the ſame as in 1 Thef. 5. 12. 1 Tim 3- 4, 5. pro 


* You noticed likewiſe, that he was diſtinctly mentionee 


"himſelf, afide from either the Teacher or Exhorter, and h . 
Bis particular Direction by himſelf 5 17 
Bx this Time, your Ruling Elder was ready to take Fog = 


if you had not cut him ſhort in the Birch, and metamo 
phos'd him into a Deacon, by. ranking him under that gene 
ral Head, the 1/5:iftry, ey Ty Staxovia, the Order of Deacon 
as this and the Word J1azo'S-, undoubtedly fignifies, f 
oft as they ſtand in a diſtinguiſhed Senſe point forth a Dj 


the 
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der Proplecy, and o make him a Bijhop or Elder, or undet 
the Mini ſiry, Siaxoria, and ſo make him a Deacon, and con 
ſequently no Elder, for no other Reaſon, but the Order o 
the Words, becauſe he is mentioned among the Deacot 


BuT we need not wonder much to ſee you _—_ vou 


your Deacon into a Biſhop, or Elder, by allowing him 4 
Part, or, as you called it, a conſultative Vote, in the Govern 


ment of the Church; for, when you excluded the Co 5 

munity of the Faithful, from acting any Part in the GofWog 

vernment, or Diſcipline of the Church, aſſigning it whot: Are 

Iy to the Office-bearers, a Word (I ſuppoſe) choſen to in ver, 

clude the Deacon among the reſt, you cited only ſuch Scrithe 

tures as ſpake of the Hiſhop or Elder, ſuch as, Obey ther} 

that have the Rule cver you, &c. Heb. 13. 17. Likeways iGo 
Tounger ſubmit ycurſelces to the Elder, &c. 1 Pet. 5. 010 Eld 

| Wie 

? | 2 pe | to þ 

I Ar. Wilfon mow denies, that he then ſaid, the orig" non 
FF ord figrified Preſident, tho he owns, that it may be ſo tranſlated Te 

ſo 


and indeed fo he may, for it can ſcarce properly be ohe! 
tranſlated. | Ss 8 0 


X70 
wich we muſt underſtand, that your Deacon is a Ruler and 
m Elder. | = : | 

« 85 

0 How Ev YR, to follow you through all the reſt of your 
proof, you cited x Cor. 12. 28. And God bath jet ſome inthe 
* WClurch, frf Apoſtles, ſecondarily Prophets, thirdly Teachers, after 
ba: Miracles, then Gifts of Healinigs, Helps, Governments, Diverſities 
if Toxgaes. Now, I find nothing here that I could prove to 
mean the ordinary Offices of the Church, but Helps and 
Governments, nor any Thing elſe that looks like them, but 
done Teachers mentioned in the third Place; and J doubt, I 
"Would not get it well denied, bur that, by Teachers, is here 
mderſtood Evangeliſts ; vnd ſeeing they are not mentioned un- 
fer any other Deſignation in this Paſſage, and tis difficult to 
ſappoſe, that, in a Paſſage deſigned chiefly to enumerate the 
extraordit ary Gifts, that of Evangeliſts, none of the leaſt con- 
liderable among them, ſhould be intirely omitted; and it 
NEecms the more probable, that in Zph. 4 Chap. Verſe 11. E- 
ae ranzelifts poſſeſs the third Place after the Apofiles and Pro- 
O phets, the ſame which Teachers have here; and ſeeing it is 
the chief Deſign of the Paſſage, to treat ofthe extraordinary 
"a Gitts only, which are ſaid, in the 8 Verſe of the following 
Chapter, to fail and to ceaſe, the ordinary Offices are menti- 
oned only by the By, in as ſhort and curſory a Manner as 

g poſſible, as may appear from the omitting of them in Verſe 
"W295 and 30th following, where the reſt, the Teachers not 
excepted, are repeated. | 


So, not finding any particular Diſtinction of the Elders 
08 Othce here, I cannot ſee how it can properly ſupport the 
o Argument in Hand; for, taking Hels to betthe Deacons, Go- 
0" vernments muſt include all Z/ders in general, all that govern 
the Flock, yuBcernoets, ſo that, -unlefs you exclude your 
lexhorting and teaching Elders, from acting any Part in the 
overnment of the Church, I cannot ſee how your Ruling 
Elder can gain any Ground from this Text. 


You cited alſo 1 The. 5. 12. And we be ſeech you Bret hren, 

to know them that are over you, cε , in the Lord, and ad- 
nh you. Well, this Verie ſays no more, but what your 
0 Text lays, that there is he that preſedeth, aeoroaperes, and 
1 is there he that „ whom, if you pleaſe, 
| vod 
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du may exclude from ruling and exhorting, by the fam 
Rule that you reſtrain your Ruling Elder from teachin 


and exhorting. 3 


Bou r, let us ſee the Force of your laſt Argument, which 


you intend to be the greateſt, from 1 Tim. 5. 17. Let the H 


ders that rule cvell, be counted worthy of doubie Honour, eſpecial 
they who labour in the Word and Doctrine. Hence you wouli 
infer, that there are Elders here ſpoke of, whoſe Buſine 


It is only to Rule or Preſide, diſtinct altogether from the Ex 


horter and Teacher, and who have nothing to do with thi 
Exhortation and Doctrine : But, might you not, by the fam 
Rule, diſtinguiſh the Exhorter and Teacher from the Rule 
and allow them no Part in the Ruling; yea, and mak 
the Exhorter as diſtinct an Officer from the Teacher, as yo 
do the Ruler from both. 


Trar there is a Diſtinction of Elders pointed at in thi 
Text, is undeniable; but it will be the better underſtood] 
that we firft conſider wherein all Elders are One. Accord 
Ing to 1 Tim. 3. 2. Tit. 1. 9. 1 Pet. 5. 2. all Elders mil 
be apt to teach, able, by ſound Doctrine, to exhort and 
convince the Gain-ſayers, capable to feed or rule the Flock 
yet ſome of them excel moit in one Branch, and ſome 0 
them in another of that ſame Gift, which is, in ſome Mea 


ſure, common to them all: So the above cited Text in thi 


Epiſtle to Timothy, gives double Honour, not to them tha 
Rule, but to them that Rule evell, or excel chiefly in Ru 
ling; and a more eſpecial Honour, not to the Exhorter, 0 
Teacher, but to them that labour, or excert themſelve 
chiefly in the Word of Exhortation and Doctrine. This Text 
then does not make diſtinct Orders of Officers, but onh 
diſtinguiſhes Elders, according to the different Branches d 
the ſame Gift they ſeverally excel in; and your Ter 
Rom. 12. 8. enjoins them to attend and heſtir themſelves 
chiefly that Way for which they are particularly fitted by 
Jeſus Chrift, and wherein, of Conſequence, they moſt er 
cel; and this View will appear the more native, if you wil 
allow, that the common Engine whereby they all work 
is the Word of God, and that only; and fince the Teach? 
has to do with the Underftandings, and the Exhorter wits 
the Mill and 4feft ions of the Flock, why may not e . 


PUCALO 


1 


ation of the Word to the Walk and Converſation of 
e Flock be called Ruling. 


Ar TER you had gone thro' what you intended as a Proof 
your Ruling Elders being founded on the Word of God, 
du told us, that all the Arguments Sectanians had to ob- 
ect, were ſo very weak and frivolous, that they were not 
orch taking up our Time. to diſcuſs. However, to keep 
p ſome Shew of Equity, you was pleas'd to inſtance on 
bjection, which you ſaid carried the greateſt Shew of 
orce in it; And it was this, If the Ruling Elder be an 
fice Bearer in the New Teſtament Church, «why have cube not 
Inſtitution in the New Teſtament. 


How ever eeak, and frivolous an Objection this may ſeem, 


thi ms a Ul | 
iy was ſomewhat ſurpriſed to ſee what Shifts you made to e- 
se the Force of it. | 


Ix yonr Anſwer, you granted the Suppoſition on which 
he Objection was founded, but denied the Objection to be 
oncluſive. Hrſt, you ſaid, Tho his Inſtitutlon was not 
pund in the New Teſtament, yer the Example of the Pri- 
tive Church, was a ſufficient Warrant in the Caſe: If 
01 mean the Example of the Primitive Church, as pointed 
in the above cited Scriptures, we have already conſider- 
d What it is. 


To ſupport your Argument here, you tell us, «ve have no 
ther Reaſon but this, for obſerving the firſt Day of the 
ſeek as the Chriſtian Sabbath; and undoubtedly rhe Rea- 
2 is good; but perhaps you might obſerye it more ex- 
[ſly enjoin'd, if you would ſee Dr. Owen on Heb. 465. Ch. 
nom you may the rather be pleas'd to glance ON this Head, 
hat he is fo great an Advocate for your Ruling Elder, 
hen you refer'd us to the Inſtitution of the ſeventy Elders 
lf Jeſes, called the Jewiſh Sanhedrim, telling us, this 
s the true Precedent for the Inſtitution of your Ruling 
ders, and that there was no Occaſion for inſtituting them 
gam in the New Teſtament, more than the Chriſtian Sabbath, 
mch (as to what was material of it) was clearly inſtituted 
Ic enioin'd in the Old. 
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Turn, is, thar I have too much Ground to believe, you d 
not hold this Argument univerſally binding in all Caſes, 
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* Paſſages, was to difwade Chriſiians f. rom the profane Hanni, 


(10) 


Wuar inclines me to think your reaſoning from the B 
xample of the Primitive Church, but a Shift to ſerve thi 


heard you once, a conſiderable Time ago, ſpeaking of the 
Kiſs of Charity, which is no leſs than five Times expreſly en 
join'd in the New Teftament ; after you had endeavoured t{ 

lunt the Force of the Command, you condeſcended to te 
us, if 1 rightly remember, That this was ird ed an Care; 
mong the frft Chriſftans, but, on account of the profane an 
lacivious Uſe that came to be made of it, was jultly an-. 


wiſely laid aſide +, | | | Bre 
5 | Hot 


Now, as you treat this Kiſs of Charity, which was nei 


ther profaned nor laid aſide, till Chriſtianity became nM ! 
tional, might you not have done the like with the Ou! 
ſervation of the firſt Day of the Week, as the Chriſtian Halme 
bath, which was indeed an Uſage among the firſt Chriſtiang fc. 
which, according to you, is all the Reaſon we have fo * 

the 


obſerving it ſtill. Might you not have ſaid, that ſeeing t th: 
Chriſtian Sabbatiſin, or keeping of a Sabbath, remains, or i po 
only left to the People of God, for whom alone it was de £1: 


hen'd, it was high Time to lay it aſide, and that moſt iu Ci 
ty and wiſely, when it come to be ſo horridly profaned, alli ©: 
to be proſtitute to the. common World, to be troden und yo 
Foot of the Nations, cven by a People who were no mori 50 
to be made willing by the Power of Chriſt, who wel ! 
fo deſtitute of the Fear of God, as nothing could bi 
them to obſerve it, but the Fear of the ſecular Power. Ti 
keeping of it muſtthe enjoin'd by the Laws of the Nation f 
and connected with all Pofts of Prat and Honour ; yea, will K 
a Man's very Living and Being in the World; yet it is eie 
dent from the Nature of the Thing, that all this Zeal fo i 
the keeping of the Sabbath, cou'd never procced from a t© 
Ez 1 2 FT « th 
+ Mr Wilſon nov denies (tho I pretty <vell remember it ) ti 
ke ſaid the Kiſs of Charity «vas an Uſage among the firſt Chriſtian 1 
n alledges he only ſaid, that the Apeftle's only Drift in li : 


ton then eng the Heathens. 


r 


15 


6 


e Heard to the true Chriſtian Reſt, and could as little be 4 
- thW(ctive to ſtir up Men to ſeek after it. We muſt underſtand: 
due Wiſdom of the Clergy thought fit to lay aſide this, 
s. ien they laid aſide the Kiſs of Charity, and the reſt of the 
* th(Wiith that was at firſt delivered to the Saints, and they 
ven ought in another Reſt in the Room of it, ſtill Keep- 
ed tg the ſame Day, whereon, injoying a worldly Reſt, they 


tel d alſo the Satisfaction to ſee whole Nations and King- 
ge Moms brought under that glorious e, they had 
anbrought about by their Influence with the Kings of the 


Earch, and to ſee the People coming together, not to break 
Bread, after the Example of the firſt Chriſtians, but to pay 


Hamage to them. 


Bor to have done with this Digreſſion, we muſt next en- 
quire, by what Rule you lead us back to the Old Teſta- 
ment, for the Inſtitution of a New Teſtament Church Of- 
an fcer; for, while you thus ward off the Sectarians, you are 
not aware of the Prelatiſts, who will immediately tell you, 
the Hiebh Prieſt, the Inferior Prieſts, and the Levites, exactly 
ri point forth their Church Officers; and if you ſhould tell 
MF tdem, that the New Teſtament fixes only two Orders of 
Church Officers, the Biſhop and the Deacon, the Mini- 
of the Word, and the Miniſter of Tables, they'll retort 
our Argument with equal Force, and enqure, why you 
1M yourſelf go about to eſtabliſh an Order of Officers, diſtinct 
kom both? ry 


Ir the Sanhedrim, the ſupreme Court of the Jecus, point 
forth your inferior Sort of Elders, whom you call Ruling 
Eiders, who neither reach, preach nor. exhort, I mult pro- 

| iels myſelf fo blind, as not to percetve, in any Shape, 
how, or why; nor do I remember, that you was at any Pains 
to diſtinguiſh theſe ſeventy Elders, from any other Order of 
| Elders, if there were ſuch among the Fews, who taught 
and exhorted, and received a more eſpecial Honour than 
they. . 5 | 


Tux Reaſon I enquire by what Rule you lead us back 
to the Old Teftament, for the Inſtitution of a New Te- 
ſtament Church Officer, is, that I do not remember that you 
cited any Text in the New Teſtament, that ſpeaks of your 

| | Ruling 


Cw 3 


Ruling Elders, with Reference or Alluſion to any Paſſag ol 
in the Old, that ſpeaks of the ſeventy Elders or Sanhedr, A 
of the Jews; and if you thus aſſume the Liberty to explait 
the Old Teſtament, without a Text in the New to ſup 
port you, this will be to recede from the publick Standard 
the Confeſſion of Faith, and Book of Diſcipline of the New Teſtainey 
Church, and to take up with a private Interpretation, whic 
would be enough to prove you a Heretich: Or, if after the 
New Teſtament Revelation is compleated, you ſhall, in an 
Shape, take up with the Types or Figures of it in the Old. 
the Queſtion that next occurs, will be, heiber or net 4 
you belrevei that Jeſus Chriſt is come in the Fleſh. 


Ir, after all, there were any ſuch Elders in the fiſt 
Churches, as neither taught, preached, nor diſpenſed Sacra 
ments, I think I may be pretty ſure, it was not with the 
Apoſtles Conſent : For, when Paul bids Titus ordain Elders] 
in every Church, he allows him to ordain none, bur ſuch] 
as might be Stewards of God, and ſo fit to diſpenſe the 
Ordinances of the Houſe of God: None but ſuch as held fat WM": 
zhe faithful Nord, as they had been taught, that they might bt 
able, by ſeund Dectrine, both to exhort and convince the Gaim. ſaj. 
ers, Tit, 1. 7, 9. And Peter acknowledges: no Elders but 
ſuch as were Biſhops, and did all the Work of the Bi. 
ſhop, 1 Pet. 5. 2. EnIGHOTENTES: And Paul allows Timothy to 
ordain none but ſuch as were aþ# to teach. 


But what need I object from the New Teſtament, ſince 
you will not allow his Inſtitution to be there. 


Warn you came to ſpeak of the Duties peculiar to his 
- Office, you cited ſomething from your Book of Diſcipline, 
which I remember rot; and ſince it was not from the 
publick Standards I mentioned above, J am not concerned 
with 1t. | | 


; Bur Fwas moſt of all ſurprized, when you told us, That 
it did not belong to the Ruling Elder to Perſide in any Ec- 
W clefiaſtical Court: In the Beginning, you ſaid he was a Pre- 
ſider, Tecevers; bur if he be debar'd from prefiding, 
what mult become of our Prefident ? What muſt become of 
our ſupreme Court, the Sanhedrim, it none of them dare Pre- 


fide ? 


„ IT Soo 
8 


( 13 J 
he? After He underwent the Change from ay Zlzer Into a 
on, all the View I kept of him, was under the Noti- 
of a Preſident ; and if he muſt not preſide in any Eccle- 
tical Court, I've loſt Sight of him entirely: I hope you 
not mean that He is to preſide in any Civil Court, and if 
ither in Civil nor Eccleſiaſtical Court, where then? At this 
ute, you would ſeem to annihilate the Creature you was at 
much Pains in forming, or elſe to ſwallow him up; for, 
uu faid it belong'd only to the Teaching Elder, or Biſhop, 
Wo prefide. 7 „ | 


Axp ſo we have come again to our two ancient Orders 
f Biſhop and Deacon; and as for the Ruling or Preſid- 
Ing Elder, the Deacons have robb'd him of his Elderſbip, aud 
he Biſhops of his Preſidentſbip, and Hz IS No MORE. 


Now, Sir, before I have done, I cannot but notice how 
you reflect upon thoſe whom you ſtigmatize by the Name 
aerians, and how you treat their Arguments; you can- 
not be ignorant, that your very calling the Objectors Secta- 
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gen, and their Arguments weak and frivolous, without 
Fl om them, is, with the Bulk of your Auditory, a ſut- 
„Lient Confutation of them, and your attacking them thus 


in Lump, ſaves you the Trouble of entering fairly into the 
Dlerits of the Cauſe, Is not this the Method the ancient 
Oppoſers of Chriſtianity uſed with the Apoſtle Paul, when 
they accuſed him as the Ring leader of a Sect, yet Paul was not 
ahamed to confels, That by the Way which they calld Hereſy, 
or ect, be <vorſbipped the God of his Fathers; and. this Anſwer 
. Wicty well ſuited che firſt Chriſtians, until their exancre Taco 
a ſojournine Church, became the Church by Law eſtabliſb- 
3885 it will as well ſuit their ſojozrning Followers to the 
nd, | 


Tur Way you treat their Arguments, might have come 
off with a better Grace, a few Centuries ago; but, to be ſure, 
you are not inſenſible of the different Humour that prevails 
In the World now, from what was then; Men begin to 
perceive they have been too long e. growing weary 
of the Yoke, and incline to give Clergymen the Trouble 
ol documenting what they aſſert, and to make them ſtand only 

en the Strength of their Argument, This 15, no * 2 
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Ir you have no other. Anſwer, but your uſual Gp 
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. heard of ſince they rulel the Mord: But tis Pity that (ol 
3 demarkable Mean of falling 'their Kingdom ith. Dali 
= ſfhauld move them to nay their. T, ongues. fer Laing and 
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iin the Day we live in; ſuch, perhaps, as th 
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© pepent of their %% 4 
N I hinted in the Beginning; I fay again, If 
miſtaken you any where, your Anſwer can only al 
e; and if you condeſcend to give none, I muſt rl 
for granted, that I have no where miſtaken you, and 
my Arguments, however weak and frivolous, are ye 5 
Jou unanſwerable. 3 ages — 
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Dzrvston, none other I expect; But, if you hae 
Force of TRUrH to bring forth, I hope it will "nol 
Bid, for the Truth ſcorns to be aſhamed, ; 


/ - ** L 15 0 . 
J am, 
3 * 2 5 : 4 , 
. * 1 ke ut , 


a 1 . * : | $ | * * 2 | > e | * 
Ny F £23 * — * SY e „ i 7 — 2 . 7 , : x « ö 2 . E. 25 N 1 ö = 3 2 2 5 2 2 
J de Sumndlc Sha 
N 8 _ his ns * * 29 2 AE * x2 2 . 


—: 


? 


£ 
A 
Su} 
+- 
3-"< 
* 
42 
FR: 


8 0 vl 6 0 
V 4 f * D 1 ” . , 39, 
a> RYH? „„ „ 


